Hepatitis C infection in plasmapheresis donors: an overlooked risk factor for transmission?
Hepatitis C virus infection is the leading cause of chronic liver disease worldwide and puts significant burden on health resources. Traditionally, risk factors are well recognized. Despite this, a significant percentage of people infected with hepatitis C have no identifiable mode of transmission. However, it is known that a significant number of donors at plasmapheresis have positive hepatitis C serology, thereby potentially contaminating the equipment and putting both donors and recipients at risk. Here, we describe two patients who acquired hepatitis C infection following voluntary donation at plasmapheresis abroad and suggest that this is an unusual and overlooked mode of transmission.